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M. Chai r man,
Ladi es and Gentl enen,

It is a pleasure for ne to be here today
to address the Hague Forum on the Review of
Progress towards the Inplenentation of the
Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Devel opnent,
whi ch took place in Cairo, in 1994,

In my capacity of expert nmenber, | am
pleased to bring you a nessage from the
United Nations Commttee on the Rights of
the Child, a treaty body of the United
Nati ons system for human rights.

This is, indeed, M. Chairnman, a nessage
of congratul ations for progress achi eved and
| essons learned, in the broad area of

popul ation and developnent and all its
multiple and conplex inplications, over the
| ast five-year period.

However, first and forenpst, it iIs a

nessage of support and hope for the future:
| firmy believe that the outcome of this

meeting wll assi st t he i nt er nati onal
community to effectively addr ess t he
chal | enges and constraints Wwhich still
hi nder the Tull mpl ement ati on of t he

reconmendat i ons adopted in Cairo.



M. Chai r man,

At the very outset, | wsh to state that
the Conmmttee on the Rights of the Child
takes note of and is closely followng the
activities undertaken by the United Nations
system with a view to inplenent the Cairo
Programme of Action, nore specifically in
relation to human rights treaty bodies and
speci al 1 zed agenci es.

As vyou all are well aware of, the
Commttee on the R ghts of the Child is the
monitorinag mechanism for the inplenentation

of _the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, adopted in 1989.

The Convention constitutes the mgjor
| egal and political reference for children's

rights for wvirtually all countries around
the world, since it has been ratified or

acceded to, by 191 States.

It inportant to stress that the Commttee
has a nmandate to consider reports submtted

by States Parties - and it nas already
consi der ed 93 reports, si nce its
establishnment. In its dialogue wth States
Parti es, the Commttee also nmonitors the
I mpl ement ati on of t he recommendat i ons
adopted by the Cairo CoﬂEg;;EEE§IE“§§:§§§;ﬁS
Wﬁmgﬂw

enshri ned in the  Convention, and
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particularly with regard to Article 24, oan
child's right to health and health services.

Thus, upon the convening of the Hague
Forum the Commttee on the Rights of the
Child deens it essential to reaffirm the
right to health as “a fundanmental right of
the "child, in all its dimensions, 1in --the
framework of the principles and provisions
of the Convention on the Rights of the
Chi | d.

| n fact, t he Conventi on, i n Its
entirety, provides the basis for pronoting
and protecting the right to health, growh
and devel opment of children. Throughout the
Articles of the Convention, the concept of
the devel opmental needs of children s
inplicit. At the sane tine, the text
recogni zes the roles and responsibilities of
parents, as set out in Article 18. One could
say that- the Convention integrates th
perceptions of child health and devel opnen
in a perspective of rights and in th
context of the famly, the comunity an

society at |arge.

In the sane spirit, it is inportant to
recall the historical relevance of the right
to "adequate material and spiritual 1iving

conditions for the achievenent of a nornal
and harnoni ous devel opment of the child", as
I ncorporated in the Declaration of GCeneva,
adopted by the League of Nations, as early
as 1924, and reiterated, thirty-five years



later, in the Declaration of the Rights of

the Child, proclainmed by the United Nations,
in 1959.

Mr. Chai r man,

The dynam c rel ationship existing between
the right to health and other children's
rights, point out how essential the concepts
of indivisibility and interdependence are to
the full enjoynment of human rights of all
chil dren, i ncl udi ng their ri ght to
devel opnent .

In its dialogue with States Parties, the
Committee nonitors the inplenentation of the
child's right to health in the |light of the
General Principles of the Convention, nanely
non-discrimnation (Article 2), the best
interests of the child (Article 3), the
right to life, survival and devel opnent
(Article 6) and the right to-participation
(Article 12).

The fact is that the holistic nature of
the Convention - as well as of its process
of inplenentation and nonitoring - provides
child's health rights wth links to nany
other rights. The nobst direct ones are to
the right to an adequate standard of 1iving
(Article 27) and to the right to education
(Article 28).

In considering the wide inplications of
the inplenmentation by States Parties of the-



child's right to health, the Commttee
t ouches upon many crucial isssues related in
one way or the other to the Cairo Programe
of Action.

For reasons of time constraints, it 1S
not possible for nme to elaborate on these
i ssues. However , it is Inportant to
illustrate - with a few exanples - how the
Conmittee expresses Its concerns on related
policies, progranmes and practices which are
not in full conpliance with the Pprinciples
and provisions of the Convention:

a) in fact, the Conmittee has linked
concerns about health to discrimnatory
attitudes and practices In nmany States. In
particul ar, |t has referred to
discrimnation against children [living in
poverty and in rural areas, children wth
di sabilities, i ndi genous chil dren and
refugee children. It has highlighted the

specific situation of discrimnation against
the girlchild, underlining the conpatibility
and complementarity between the Convention

on the R ghts of the Child and the Wnen's
Conventi on;

b) in relation to participatory rights of
children, the Commttee requires from States
Parties information on overall pl anni ng,
delivery and nonitoring of health services
relevant to the child and also in relation
to treatnent of the individual child, to the



child's right to consent and treatnent
wi t hout parental consent;

c) in relation to adolescent norbidity
and nortality, the Committee stresses the
States Parties obligation to consider the
causes, to provide appropriate support for
parenting and to protect children from
various forns of violence, exploitation and
abuse (Articles 19,32-38);

d) the Commttee's concerns have focused
on a lack of priority given to primry

health care, in many countries. In this
context, it has highlighted the basic issues
of nutrition and clean water, and the
dangers of envi ronment al pol [ uti on.

Discrimnation in provision and access to
primary health <care is often nentioned,
particularly affecting children in rural
areas and children living in poverty;

e) the Commttee has frequently expressed
concern at high rates of teenage pﬂeg%ancyr
and has proposed health educati on and family
pl anni ng progranmes, as well as counselling
for teenagers, including -peer--counselling .
It péercei'ves teenage pregnancy as a synptom
of other social problens and also notes its
i mpact on educational opportunities. | n
relation to famly planning policy, it has
expressed concern at the use of abortion as
a nmethod of famly planning; I



f) the Commttee has expressed concern
about traditional practices affecting the
heal th of children and recommended action in
its Concluding Observations to various
States Parties. It has frequently referred
to the need to prohibit and to elimnate
femal e genital--mutilation ‘and ot her harnful
traditional practices,, __ including early
marri age and _betrothals of children, and
forms of child abuse within the famly;

e

g) the Commttee has systematically asked
States Parties for information on STDs and
H V/ Al DS, expressed concern at the spread of
the epidemic and its direct and indirect
| npact on___children, urged action and
referred to the Recommendations emanating
fromits General Discussion Day on “Children
Living in a World with H V/ Al DS".

Mr. Chai rman, Ladi es and Centlenen,

The Committee attaches great inportance
to its presence here today. This is one nore
strategic occasion to integrate children%
rights into the mainstream of United Nations
systemw de activities for population and
devel opnent i ssues.

Progress has been achieved in nany areas.
Nonet hel ess, as we approach a new millenium,
there is still a huge task ahead of us. The
international community can count on the
Commttee on the Rights of the Child to do
Its share. Thank you.



